Graduate Council Meeting Minutes 
                August 24, 2026

Present:


Dr. Veronique Lacombe, Vice Chair Dr. Ranjith Ramanathan, Group I Dr. Edralin Lucas, Group I
Dr. Graig Uhlin, Group II 
Dr. Allen Scott, Group II
Dr. Kevin Moore, Group III Dr. Bryan Hoskins, Group III

Dr. Peter Richtsmeier, Group IV Dr. Stephen Nemeth, Group IV Dr. Marten Brienen, Group IV
Dr. Erin Dyke, Group V
Dr. Karen Zwanch, Group V
Dr. David Wallace, Group VI
Dr. Joshua Butcher, Group VI



Graduate College:
Dr. Melanie Morgan, Dean
Dr. Rebecca Sheehan, Associate Dean Dr. Matt Lovern, Associate Dean
Dr. Carol Powers, Assistant Dean

Guests:
Abiola Samson, GPSGA President, Dr. Heather Fahlenkamp, Dr. Heather Yates, Dr. Rachel Mosier

Dr. Lacombe called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the April 24, 2026, meeting minutes was made by Dr. Richtsmeier and seconded by Dr. Brienen. This motion was approved.
GPSGA Report

The General Assembly meeting/welcome reception of Fall 2026 took place on Wednesday, August 26, at 5:30 PM in Student Union Ball Room (SU Ball Room). OSU President Dr. Jimm Hess, VPSA Dr. Brent Marsh, Dean Dr. Melanie Morgan, Associate Dean Dr. Rebecca Sheehan, and Advisor Dr. Jill Joyce attended. Representatives and liaisons from Tulsa and OKC campuses can participate virtually through online attendance options. 

Assistance/Grant/Fund Information – Fall 2026
-GPSGA Travel Assistance Application 
· Application period: August 17 – October 31
· Exception Application period: November 1 – November 30
· Post Meeting/Conference Report due: October 31, 2026 – January 15, 2027
· Application materials and instructions will be available on the GPSGA Canvas page. 
· All award recipients must submit their Post Meeting/Conference Report between October 31, 2026, and January 15, 2027.
GPSGA Co-Sponsorship Fund Application 
· Application period: August 17 – September 30
· Post-Event Visual Report due: September 30, 2026 – January 15, 2027
· All application materials and reporting instructions will be available on the GPSGA Canvas page.

GPSGA Membership Application – Fall 2026
All new and returning representatives and liaisons from graduate and professional student organizations and departments are required to complete the GPSGA Membership Application Form. The form is now available to download on Canvas and must be submitted via the designated Microsoft Form Submission Portal by October 2 at 5 PM.
Key Issues Identified by the GPSGA General Assembly
· Housing Concerns: Limited on-campus housing availability for returning graduate students. 
· Financial Impact: International student fee increases.
· Orientation Enhancement: We are pleased to acknowledge that Graduate College successfully conducted the centralized graduate orientation program.



Graduate College Report

Graduate College Staffing Changes - Dean Morgan reported that Rachel Shreffler is now the Director of Admissions and Jodie Kennedy will be retiring in October.

Immigration – ISS has reminded everyone that all immigration advice should come from ISS.

Enrollment - Dean Morgan announced that enrollment has risen across all campuses.

Strategic Plan – Starting to roll out. President Hess is supportive. Larry Burn’s office (Institutional Research and Analytics) is building a dashboard. Provost and Academic Affairs are partnering on the larger pieces. Dean Morgan has assembled a task force to examine GTA/GRA packages.

EdVision – the process is going forward and will soon remove the need for Degree Works.

Old Business 

ByLaws – An email went out on August 24th with a response request of September ?

Zero-ending Courses – Dr. Powers reported the policy is going through the process with templates now on the website.

Graduate Faculty Status – On August 31, Dr. Powers will be sending updated lists of faculty to Department Heads for review. The deadline to return the lists will be October 1 for status updates.

New Grad College Website – Dr. Powers asked for feedback on the new website and announced the Canvas pages will no longer be updated.

APC Items

New Program Requests for APC and Graduate Council Review (representatives for each new 	program were invited to attend):
· MS ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY: CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 	ADMINISTRATION (guests Drs. Heather Yates and Rachel Mosier)
· MS-ENE: ENERGY ENGINEERING (guest (via Zoom) Dr. Heather Fahlenkamp)

Program Change Requests for APC Expedited Review:
· PHD-HS-DM: HUMAN SCIENCES: DESIGN AND MERCHANDISING
· PHD-IEM: INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING AND MANAGEMENT
· MS-IEM: INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING AND MANAGEMENT
· GCRT-ITOX: INTERDISCIPLINARY TOXICOLOGY

A motion to approve all APC items together was made by Dr. Brienen and seconded by Dr. Ramanathan. The motion passed.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dr. Brienen and seconded by Dr. Ramanathan. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 2:46.







New Business

Policy 4.0; 4.1OSU – Faculty Members (page 6) Graduate College Policy Manual states that current OSU Faculty may not obtain additional degrees from OSU. Discussion and motion: approve the spirit of allowing faculty to pursue a degree at OSU was made by Dr. Butcher and seconded by Dr. Ramanathan. The motion passed. Dean Morgan will provide language options for the policy for the next meeting.

Strategic Plan – Dean Morgan announced goals/objectives from the working groups are coming in shortly. She and VP Marsh will meet with President Hess on Monday, March 30th and then it will be before the Board of Regents in their June 2026 meeting.
April is Grad Ed Month – Dr. Powers announced the Doctoral Candidacy celebration will be held April 2 at the Starlight Terrace. Grad Ed Awards Ceremony is scheduled for April 29th and we will host a self-care event for students.


Old Business

Bylaws Update – Dr Sheehan gave an update on the continuing bylaws revisions. Main revisions include: all Graduate Faculty may vote, the creation of one set of bylaws, simplification, and greater inclusivity. Subject Matter Groups will maintain requirements for Graduate Faculty level requirements (full, associate 1, 2, 3).

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Eck and seconded by Dr. Ramanathan and Dr. Channappanavar. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 2:29.
